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Congratulations to all the new students on entering our university. [ am sure that

today is a particularly “exciting” day in your lives.

The university was founded on the principle of "Languages are the foundation to
link the world in peace.” The year after next will mark the 40th anniversary of the
founding of the university. In your student life which is starting, your days may

be filled with preparation and reviewing for your classes. However, beyond that,



encounters with diverse people and different cultures await you. Through these
experiences, you will realize that your world is expanding and your possibilities
are broadening. The foreign language study you are undertaking is not simply
about learning a foreign language. It will be a bridge to the world, a “wonderful

gateway” to expand your life options.

Life is a mixture of joys and hardships. That is why it is important to have an
attitude of living in an interestingly fun and robust way. “Interestingly fun” means
to be curious about new things and even enjoy failure. “Robust” means to

overcome difficulties on your own and to have the ability to cooperate with others.

[ became a university president after 40 years of business experience as a trading
company employee. My workplaces were not glamorous cities like New York or
London. Most of my overseas assignments were in desert areas. In Saudi Arabia,
my first assignment, [ witnessed war and other experiences that I could never have
imagined in Japan. However, by confronting and understanding different cultures,
I was able to take a positive attitude toward any situation and was able to engage

in fulfilling work.

I hope that you also will dive into a new world and enjoy the challenge of the
unknown without forgetting this excitement. Remember to smile and shape your

destiny.

Learning a foreign language does not mean just memorizing things. Rather, it
means the ability to think, to feel, and to communicate in another language. In an
age when Al has surpassed human beings in terms of memory and calculation, I

hope all of you will cultivate your unique human intelligence and sensitivity.

At our university, we emphasize practical learning. Intensive language education
is held in small classes. The classes are active, requiring the students to make
presentations and speak up. Students are encouraged to connect the knowledge

they have acquired with their own ideas and experiences, and to develop the ability



to define problems and lead to solutions.

In the process, don’t just rely on the opinions of others. You need to think for
yourself, speak up actively, ask questions, and engage in dialogue. This is what

“Critical Thinking” is all about.

In your third and fourth year seminars, together with other students you can delve
deeper into topics that you are interested in and you can deepen your learning
through intellectual curiosity. I hope that you will fully experience the joy of
learning while building trusting relationships with your teachers and the upper-
level students. In my university seminar [ met teachers and friends with whom I

have stayed in contact throughout my life.

While spending your university life in an “interestingly fun and robust” way, you
should try to maximize the value of your four years at the university, or two years
in the case of those in the Master’s program. Furthermore, please think about what
you can do not only for yourself, but also for others, society, and humanity. Each
and every one of you will find your own mission, and this will give you a sense of

purpose in life.

Finally, please consider our university's founding philosophy: "Languages are the
foundation to link the world in peace.” Through my business experience, I have
learned that the power of dialogue is the most important factor for survival in the
international community. Today, the world is in chaos, and people point out that
democracy is suffering from institutional fatigue. That is why I have come to
realize once again the importance of understanding people with different values

through language.

Your learning of languages will connect people around the world and contribute

to peace.

Now, please recite after me: “kotoba wa” “sekai o tsunagu” “heiwa no ishizue”

(Languages are the foundation to link the world in peace.)



I sincerely congratulate all of you.

Kanda University of International Studies

President Miyauchi Takahisa



